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KENYA 


DAILY NATION Comments on Situation in Uganda 
EA262256 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 

26 Aug 87 p6 
[Editorial entitled: “Museveni Should Tackle Issues”’} 

[Text] To say that all is not well in Uganda is to understate the 
situation. Much of the problem is clearly due to the insuperable 
objective difficulties inherited by the Yoweri Museveni govern- 
ment after almost two decades of incredibly mindless destruction 
and killings. But the remainder of the problem must clearly be 
attributed to subjective faults by Mr Museveni and his ruling 
National Resistance Movement. Although they romoted into 
Kampala with overwhelming support from the people and from 
neighbouring states, they seem to have squandered that pop- 
ularity. 


In the beginning it looked as if the almost universal support they 
emjoyed would quickly help them rout their recently defeated 
adversaries, who had, in the meantime, repaired to the north. 
And, for a time, it looked as though it would be a lightning 
victory. Perhaps they performed so brilliantly only as long as 
their mora! posturing was so convincing. In contrast to their 
predecessors — the Okellos, the Obotes and the Amins — they 
said, and the world believed them, that they would perpetrate no 
more killing than cannot be helped by a political regime. 


These hopes were to be shattered by the revelations that the 
National Resistance Army — the NRM'’s military wing — was 
just as blood-thirsty as their predecessors, often engaged in 
unnecessary killings and often as vindictive and as thoughtless as 
those they had overthrown. In recent days there have been reports 
that certain NRA men have bludgeoned the futher of Dr Milton 
Obote — one of Mr Museveni’s pet peeves — to death and that 
they are hounding the former president’s mother. We hope these 
reports are untrue, but given what the world has come to believe 
the NRA is capable of, they do not at all help the image of the 
Museveni government. They can only result in more people 
withdrawing their material and moral support from that regime. 


Moreover, while it needed all the goodwill i: could garner from 
its neighbouring states, Kampala soon proceeded to make certain 
accusations against those neighbours which, even if they were 
true, would still be unfortunate, given the chest-thumping and 
the singular lack of savoir-faire that characterised them. There 
were, for instance, the constant invective against the Sudan and 
Kenya that these states were aiding and abetting the assortment 
of rebels bent on overthrowing the Kampala regime. These were 
the charges that culminated in the unprecedentedly chilly rela- 
tions between Uganda and Kenya early this year. In their gung- 
ho enthusiasm, the Ugandan leaders rushed into accusing Kenya 
of having closed the border, only to apologise later, saying they 
had acted out of a miscue. Surely a responsible state cannot be 
expected to make an accusation of that nature until it has 
examined everything and convinced itself that there remains no 
other, more diplomatic, manner of reacting to an eventuality of 
an international nature. 
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In the meantime, the rebels have stepped up their activities, 
scoring important victories in the north as well as in the east, and 
Kampala is claiming, without producing a shred of evidence, that 
the rebel operatives are striking from Kenyan soil. Kitgum, 
Soroti and Lira are deep inside Uganda. How can the rebels 
strike so deeply and return into hiding all the way inside Kenya? 
Isn't it preposterous, at any rate? Ever since its independence, 
Kenya has always promoted the principle and practice of good- 
neighbourliness. And two years ago, President Moi spent 
sleepless nights for weeks trying to bring the warring Ugandan 
factions together. They included Mr Museveni, who, soon after 
an agreement had been signed, went on to flout it remorselessly. 
Yet Kenya accepted the reality of his victory and supported him. 
How can he now accuse Kenya of trying to undermine his 
authority by supporting the rebels? 


Kampala does not actually call them rebels but only “bandits” 
— by which most other people would mean common criininals, 
especially smugglers and rustlers. But if this were the case it 
would be more a police problem than a military one. So what is 
the justification in the announcement that Uganda is stationing 
soldiers along the Kenyan border permanently? Whatever it is, 
Kenya can only consider it as a hostile action, an invitation for it 
to do likewise. It cannot be expected to stand aloof to this 
probability of its territory being invaded from the other side. It 
is little short of a declaration of war. That is the most unfortunate 
thing about it — the diversion of Uganda’s meagre resources 
from the extremeiy urgent requirements of political stabilisation 
and economic restoration to military swashbuckling. Whatever 
happened to the visionary promises with which the NRM 
impressed us at the beginning of last year? 


SOMALIA 


Radio Halgan Notes Government Forces’ Losses 
EA260836 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somali 
to Somalia 1700 GMT 25 Aug 87 


[Text] Details of the Somali National Movement’s attack on the 
enemy forces stationed at (Robab Qassimo) in Oodwecyne Dis- 
trict on 19 August 1987 have now been released. The dispirited 
soldiers of the Mogadishu regime suffered 80 soldiers killed and 
many others wounded during the attack. The enemy also lost two 
tanks, two armored personnel carriers, one ieep mounted with a 
106-mm field gun, two rocket launchers, and many stores of 
ammunition and rations, all of which were burned. The fighters 
of the Somali National Movement suffered 6 martyrs and 18 
wounded. In (Ged Balar) area in Gabiley District, the fighters of 
the Somali National Movement killed 105 soldiers loyal to the 
Mogadishu regime. Eighteen of the dead soldiers were buried in 
Gabiley District, 18 others, including 2 officers, at (Kala Beyr), 
25 at (Ged Balar), and 24 at Arabsiyo. During the Somali 
National Movement attack in (Ged Balar), the enemy forces also 
suffered 206 soldiers wounded. In another attack by the fighters 
of the Somali National Movement on enemy soldiers stationed 
at (Xeer Docoto) in Burco District, the enemy forces lost 18 
soldiers killed, including Lieutenant-Colonel (Deg Caleen), Cap- 
tain (Awowee) and sergeant son of (Meyee). The enemy soldiers 
also lost two armored personnel carriers and one jeep mounted 
with a 106-mm field gun, all of which were burned. 
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BOTSWANA 


Referendum on Constitution Set for 26 Sep 
MB270813 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0736 GMT 27 Aug 87 


[Text] Gaborone, Aug 27 SAPA — The date for Botswana's first 
referendum on the amendment of the Constitution has been set 
for September 26, the SABC’s Africa Desk reports. 


Announcing this in Gaborone, the minister of presidential affairs 
and public administration, Mr Ponatshengo Kedikilwe, said that 
the posts of president and vice-president would be one of the 
issues in the referendum. 


He said the electorate would vote on whether the posts should be 
filled by citizens of Botswana on the criteria of birth or descent 
as stipulated by Parliament. 


The decisions to hol’ the referendum was reached after talks 
between the six political parties in Botswana. 


MOZAMBIQUE 


MNR Claims 3 British Military Instructors Killed 
MB270619 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0500 GMT 27 Aug 87 


[Text] Mozanibican rebels claim they have killed 3 British advi- 
sors and 17 government ‘roops in a recent attack in northern 
Mozambique. The MNR claims its guerrillas attacked a base at 
Mulima in Nampula Province. It is not immediately clear if the 
advisors were civilian or from the small band of British military 
instructors in Mozambique believed to be helping the govern- 
ment in its 10-year-old bush war against the MNR. British 
officials have not commented on the claim. Britain is the only 
Western country to provide arms and training for Mozambican 
troops. 


U.K. Denies Presence of Instructors 
MB270627 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0600 GMT 27 Aug 87 


[Text] The British Government says its embassy in Maputo has 
not had any report of British casualties in Mozambique. The 
rebel MNR had earlier claimed that it killed 3 British advisors 
and 17 government soldiers in a recent attack on a base in the 
northern Nampula Province. The British foreign ministry in 
London says Britain has no military advisors in Mozambique. 


NOTICIAS Says MNR Kills 45 Civilians 
MB261!!3 Dakar PANA in English 1107 GMT 26 Aug 87 


[Text] Maputo, 26 Aug. (AIM/PANA) — Bandits of the South 
African backed MNR have massacred 45 civilians in the central 
province of Sofala, according to a report in today’s edition of the 
Maputo daily paper Noticias. 
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The paper says that the massacre took place on 16 August in the 
locality of Muchungue in the District of Chibavava, in the south 
of the province. 


Noticias cites Lt Col Zacarias Tivane, political commissar for 
the armed forces in Sofala, as saying that Mozambican troops 
killed 11 of the raiders. 


No further details are available at present. 


Renamo Forces Repulse ‘Major’ Offensive 
MB251224 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 25 Aug 87 


[Text] The Mozambican antigovernment Renamo movement 
says its forces have repulsed a major government offensive 
against its headquarters, killing almost 100 government and 
Zimbabwean troops. In a statement issued in Lisbon, Renamo 
said its main base near Gorongoza in the central province of 
Manica had been attacked 9 days ago, but attackers had been 
quickly driven off, leaving 53 Mozambican and 41 Zimbabwean 
soldiers dead. Renamo did not mention whether it had suffered 
casualties. 


The statement added that Renamo forces had killed 76 govern- 
ment and 29 Tanzanian soldiers in separate attacks over the past 
2 weeks. 


Defense Minister Talks With Soviet Counterpart 
MB261128 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 26 Aug 87 


[Text] Alberto Chipande, Mozambican minister of defense, and 
Dmitriy Yazov, USSR minister of defense, have discussed a 
number of issues of bilateral interest in Moscow. At the talks last 
Monday, the Mozambican official was accompanied by Goncal- 
ves Tengo [name as heard], ambassador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary of the People’s Republic of Mozambique in the 
USSR. Defense Minister Alberto Chipande arrived in Moscow 
last Monday, at the start of an official visit at the invitation of 
General Dmitriy Yazov, his Soviet counterpart. 
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NUM ‘Unanimously’ Rejects Offer; Strike Continues 
MB262008 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2007 GMT 26 Aug 87 


[Text] Jcha-nesburg Aug 26 SAPA — National Union of Mine- 
workers members “unanimously” rejected the Chamber of 
Mines’ new offer, according to NUM officials in Johannesburg 
tonight after report backs from polled mines. 


The chamber offer was an improvement in certain benefits but 
not pay. 


The announcement that the strike would continue was made by 
NUM General Secretary Cyril Ramaphosa, who said the strike 
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would continue until union demands — including a 30 per cent 
increase in pay — were met. 


The NUM declared a dispute with the Chamber of Mines on 
June 30 after wage negotiations broke down and a strike ballot 
was held the following week in which most NUM members opted 
for a stoppage. 


The union is demanding: 
— A 30 per cent across-the-board pay increase; 


— 30 days annual leave as opposed to between |4 and 21 days. 
Some white workers get up to 35 days a year; 


— June 16 as 2 paid holiday; 
— Danger pay; and 
— Five years salary as death benefits. 


The NUM claims mining profits went up 44 per cent between 
1975 and 1986 and real wages have decreased in the same period. 


The Chamber of Mines implemented wage increases of between 
17 and 23 per cent for various job categories prior to the dispute 
being declared. 


Anglo American Corporation, the country’s biggest gold pro- 
ducer, said in a statement it was “profoundly disappointed by 
NUM'’S rejection of the proposed improvements... 


“When we left negotiations last night, we considered that a basis 
for settlement had been achieved. 


“In the light of this rejection and the urgent need to resume 
mining operations, we will now concentrate all our efforts on 
returning our mines to full production.” 


Ramaphosa Decries Chamber’s ‘Arrogance’ 
MB270452 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2218 GMT 26 Aug 87 


[By Gabriella Bekes] 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 26 SAPA — Striking members of the 
National Union of Mineworkers voted overwhelmingly tonight 
to continue the the |7-day-old strike in the gold and coal mining 
industry, Genera! Secretary Cyril Ramaphosa said. 


Backed by a phalanx of workers, Mr Ramaphosa told a packed 
press conference the entire membership of strike-hit mines made 
a “unanimous decision” to reject the Chamber of Mines’ latest 
offer to improve working conditions. 


“The strike continues until our demands are met,”” Mr Ramap- 
hosa said. 


Hundreds of thousands of striking miners in the Transvaal and 
Orange Free State voted today on chamber proposals made to 
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the union last night to improve the death benefit fund and 
increased holiday leave allowance. No increase in pay was 
offered. 


Union demands were for a 30 per cent wage increase and 
improved fringe benefits. 


Mr Ramaphosa said members in seven regions “applied their 
minds to the proposals with serious consideration in the time 
available to them”. 


Mr Ramaphosa said NUM had at talks yesterday modified its 
wage demand to 27 per cent across the board from the original 
30 per cent. 


“The arrogance of the chamber is demonstrated by its refusal to 
negotiate the modified wage offer,” he told reporters. 


He added the union had proposed that the chamber’s improved 
benefits offer be converted into wages. The chamber refused. 


He accused the chamber of being “bent on destroying the NUM 
with the assistance of the state”. 


He said the NUM had this afternoon already received reports of 
security force “presence and urutality” on certain mines. 


At least six miners have been killed, 300 injured and 300 arrested 
in violent clashes with mine security personnel since the start of 
the strike on August 9, he told reporters. 


“Mine security...has already started attacking workers at West- 
ern Deep levels. Some workers have been injured and are in 
hospital.” 


He said hospital staff had been alerted to stand by for more 
casualties. 


Mr Ramaphosa did not name the hospital, and the claim could 
not immediately be independently confirmed. 


Mr Ramaphosa said the union did not need to make recommen- 
dations to the workers on their decision to reject the chamber 
offer. 


Members could not seriously consider the offer, as they still 
demanded a wage increase and were not prepared to accept the 
fringe benefits. 


The strike was a “just struggle by thousands of miners for a living 
wage” and (improved) working conditions, the general secretary 
said. 

The NUM had “pursued all avenues” to resolve the dispute. The 
union had proposed arbitration or an industrial court hearing -— 
but both were rejected by the chamber. 


“Our position is still negotiable...we are prepared to meet the 
chamber at any time to negotiate... 


“The strike will continue until our demands are met.” 
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Mr Ramaphosa said the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions — of which the NUM is an affiliate — had held meetings 
today to discuss solidarity strike action. 


Mr Ramaphosa’s concluding statements were made against a 
backdrop of freedom songs and chants from a crowd of striking 
miners from NUM'’s seven regions. 


Defiant strikers chanted “hold my hand Ramaphosa”’, and “the 
Chamber is troublesome” in Zulu as the news conference ended. 


In reaction to the vote, the chamber said it was “gravely dis- 
appointed at the NUM’s evident failure or neglect to lead its 
members towards acceptance of the chamber offer and termina- 
tion of the strike”. 


A statement said the decision conveyed to the chamber was “in 
stark contrast to the spirit yesterday in which reopened nego- 
tiations with the union in Johannesburg had been conducted”. 


“All the ingredients were in place for a satisfactory and honour- 
able settlement of the strike which after 2 1/2 weeks has never 
had the support of more than 40 per cent of the work force,” the 
statement quoted a chamber spokesman as saying. 


The chamber spokesman said it had been made “abundantly 
clear before and during this weeks negotiations that 
improvements offered would not include further wage increases. 


“The unions negotiators accepted this and acknowledged that the 
offers made last night by the chamber constituted a significant 
move,” the statement said. 


“They undertook to refer these proposals to their, members for 
serious consideration. They did this in the full knowledge that 
rejection of the offer would result in it being withdrawn.” 


The spokesman said the chamber had no insight into the internal 
politics of the unions leadership, but felt there was clearly a 
change in attitude which prevailed during yesterday's nego- 
tiations and the repudiation which occurred tonight. 


“For one thing there was no effort to take a ballot on the 
chambers offer. Instead the information that reached us was that 
at many mines shaft stewards merely informed miners to con- 
tinue with the strike. 


“Given that the NUM had undertaken to ask its rank and file to 
give serious consideration to the chambers improved offers there 
is now serious doubt about the good faith of the union during and 
since this weeks negotiation.” 


The union had “once again called for mediation, missing the 
point that it is immaterial in which forum concessions are made. 


“Yesterday in direct negotiation between the cham’ <r and the 
NUM, both parties made concessions but nevertheless failed to 
reach agreemeitt. 


“This has already been a long strike and strikers have lost R5.5 
million a day in irrecoverable earnings. 
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“Mine managements will now be pursuing the objective of 
getting their mines back to normal production. 


“The chamber once again urges the employees who are on strike 
to join the more than 340,000 employees on two thirds of the 
mines that are chamber members who have continued to work 
and earn wages.” 


Miners Committed To Fight 
MB270807 London BBC World Service in English 
0709 GMT 27 Aug 87 


[From the “24 Hours” program] 


[Text] In South Africa, the striking miners have voted to reject 
the Chamber of Mines’ settlement offer and to continue the 
strike. The mine owners had offered to increase fringe benefits, 
but would not agree to a 30 percent wage rise, the central issue 
as far as miners are concerned. Already, it is reported that some 
11,000 miners have lost their jobs during the dispute and 
replacement workers are being recruited in Lesotho. Liz Marble 
asked Marcel Golding, spokesman for the National Union of 
Mineworkers, how much further in view of that, his workers 
could go. 


[Begin recording] [Golding] I think this demonstrated clearly to 
those who did not believe her that the union enjoys the support 
of its members, that the union has the capacity to fight for what 
is just and fair. We caa certainly understand the scenario where 
thousands of unemployed people are willing to take the jobs of 
striking miners. I think one must, however, appreciate that 
mineworkers in South Africa, through their organization, are 
committed to fighting for a living wage and committed to fighting 
for improvements in the industry, which is notorious for bad 
working conditions and which for a century has been a bastion 
of oppression and racism. 


[Marble] What has been the effect of the strike so far on your 
members? 


[Golding] I think in South Africa, as you know, no strike funds 
are permitted. These depended very much on the resilience and 
meager resources of our members to fight this campaign. They 
have lost obviously money, but so too has the Chamber of Mines 
lost enormous profits. Our calculations at this stage are that the 
chamber has lost in the vicinity of 70 million a day [as heard] for 
the past 2 weeks. The strike has cost them an enormous amount 
of money. In our view, what they have lost in terms of profits has 
many times covered what they could have paid out in terms of a 
wage settlement. [end recording] 


Well, following the NUM's rejection, the Chamber of Mines has 
withdrawn its offer and said the mine owners would now concen 
trate on getting the mines back to norma!. Anglo-American, the 
company hardest hit by the strike, has said it too will now focus 
on returning its mines to full production. On the line to Johan- 
nesburg, Liz Marble asked Tony Alan Mills, of the /ndependent, 
if he interpreted this as meaning there would be more sackings. 
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[Begin recording}[Mills] I think that must certainly be the case. 
We've already seen a number of ultimatums from the employers 
to the strikers that they must be back to work. Many of them 
have got to be back this week, otherwise they will lose their jobs. 
The employers have also made it clear that they are quite 
prepared to recruit new staff to take over the jobs of the sacked 
strikers. Recruiting has already started in Lesotho and in other 
places. I expect we are going to see a lot more sackings in the 
days to come and an increase in new workers being brought into 
the mines. 


[Marble] But can the mines be run by new workers, by non- NUM 
workers? 


{Mills} Well, it is the NUM’s position that they can’t and that 
even the unskilled workers, so called, have a certain degree of 
technical knowledge and ability that can’t easily be replaced, and 
executives admit that sacking workers is not a terribly economi- 
cal way of going about things because they do need to train up 
new staff. So for the employersit represents a very difficult 
strategy and an expensive one as well but, from what we've seen 
over the last 2 weeks, it is employer determination not to give in 
to the NUM on this one. So, I think the mine owners are prepared 
to bear the cost of training up the new staff. 


{Marble} Is there a division in the Chamber of Mines over 
whether to give way on the specific increase of 30 percent in the 
wages that the NUM are asking for. 


[Mills] Well, it’s an interesting question, but I think the division 
is not so much in the Chamber of Mines as conceivably within 
the National Union of Mineworkers. I don’t think there’s any 
doubt at all that on the employers’ side they feel they don’t want 
to give in on pay. They are perfectly prepared to pay more money 
in fringe benefits, but they don’t want to give the NUM the 
impression that by going on strike they will automatically win 
their demands, and I think there is a fair amount of unanimity 
on the employers’ side on that. More interestingly, I wonder 
whether on the NUM'’s side there wasn’t over these last few days 
some kind of division over whether or not to accept the improved 
fringe benefits. 


[Marble] Six miners have been killed so far during the dispute. 
Would you expect the level of violence to increase now? 


[Mills] The management is determined not to give in. The NUM 
has shown that it too is determined not to give in. It is a very 
difficult and tense situation and I think violence must be inevi- 
table. [end recording] 


Notes Mine Dismissals Beginning 
MB270829 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0800 GMT 27 Aug 87 


[Text] The NUM says it is still willing to talk to the Chamber of 
Mines following union members’ overwhelming decision yester- 
day to continue with the strike. But the NUM feels the manage- 
ment’s next action will be to initiate mass firing, which it says 
has already begun on some mines. 
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[Begin Marcel Golding recording] They have already started at 
collieries in the Witwatersrand and Secunda area. We believe 
that all workers have already started to be paid off, and we 
properly anticipated this will be the likely course of action. 
Obviously the union will contest the legality of these dismissals. 
{end recording] 


Some 31,000 striking Anglo American employees are facing 
back to work or be fired ultimatums. 


AAC Fires 2,900 Miners 
MB271016 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1000 GMT 27 Aug 87 


[Text] Close to 3,000 more striking miners have been fired by 
Anglo American. Anglo spokesperson Paul (Clover) says the 
company sacked 2,900 workers from two of its colliers, the 
Springfield Colliery and New Denmark Coalmine. Some | 1,000 
miners have already been fired since the strike began 18 days 
ago, and mining officials say some 55,000 more jobs are on the 
line. Meanwhile, Anglo says there was a violent clash as its 
Western Deep Levels gold mine last night. However, the com- 
pany has refused to provide further details. 


Court Approves Rand Dismissals 
MB270514 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2238 GMT 26 Aug 87 


[Text) Johannesburg, Aug 26 SAPA — Forty-one miners were 
dismissed from their jobs in terms of a court order granted in the 
Rand Supreme Court today. 


Libanon Gold Mining Company launched the urgent application, 
heard by Mr Justice P J Schabort, after an incident on August 
20 which left one man dead and several injured. 


The order also evicted the men from the hostel complex, inter- 
dicts them from being on mine property, affects those who are in 
hospital at present once they leave the hospital, and orders the 
men to pay the costs of the application only if it is opposed. 


The return date is September 15. 


According to an affidavit by the manager of Libanon mine, Mr 
Joha Gibbon, about 250 people attempted to prevent the remain- 
der of the mines 7000 employees from continuing with their 
normal work. 


At about 6.20pm on August 20 the chief security officer, Mr J L 
Botha and four members of the security staff, set off for the hostel 
gates and called for security teams from nearby mines, which 
arrived about 7,10pm. 


The group of singing and chanting miners began to march 
towards the hostel. 


Mr Botha saw they had knobkerries, bolts, hammers, pieces of 
wood and bricks. A security vehicle followed at a distance. The 
crowd abruptly stopped and sat down about 45 metres from the 
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gate. The chanting and singing continued noisily. 


Mr Botha noticed most of the group had strange markings on 
their foreheads similar to tribal incisions. He told them to dis- 
perse and the whole group got up and charged Mr Bothas Rhino 
vehicle and security teams at the gates. 


Chaos broke out and Mr Botha fired a burst of rubber bullets. 


This had no effect and it was later discovered that the men 
believed the bullets would turn to water, Mr Botha said. 


He said a witchdoctor had apparently performed a ceremony 
about two hours before. 


The men threw themselves at the Rhino, despite the volley of 
rubber bullets. 


Birdshot was fired to make way for the Rhino. 


It became clear members of the mob were assaulting hostel 
inmates who had been carrying on with their normal lives, the 
paper before the court stated. 


At least three security personnel and about 40 hostel inmates 
were injured, some seriously, Mr Gibbon said in papers. 


The hostel manager, Mr B W Malherbe, and a trainee, Mr P 
Malan, fled with 12 other members of the staff, were attacked 
by assegai-wielding miners. They defended themselves with 
handguns. 


One miner aied and 27 were admitted to hospital with rubber 
bullet, shotgun and handgun wounds. 


The SAP arrived and the following morning 26 members of the 
crowd were identified and arrested. They have appeared in court 
on charges of public violence and the case has been postponed 
until Friday. 


The NUM was not cited in the application, but Mr Gibbon said 
investigations were proceeding to see if the union participated in 
the incident. 


He submitted Libanon Gold Mine could not condone the “fla- 
grant attempt” by the group of miners to impose their will on the 
mine by violent means with little concern for other law-abiding 
employees. 


H~ said the mine was concerned that there should be no more 
¢eoths. He said in terms of an employment contract the mine was 
entitled to fire anyone breaking the law. 


COSATU Announces Support Action 
MB271108 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1104 GMT 27 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 27 SAPA — The Congress of South 
African Trade Union (COSATU) has discussed with its affiliates 
“urgent” solidarity action for the National Union of Mine- 
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workers who have been on strike in coal and gold mines for 18 
days. 


Mr Jay Naidoo, COSATU’s general secretary, told a press 
conference in Johannesburg today that the decision was taken at 
a meeting yesterday involving 350 of the “top leadership” of 
COSATU’s 13 unions. 


The meeting unanimously resolved to “take decisive solidarity 
action to pressurise the Chamber of Mines to accede to the just 
demands of the mineworkers” who have been on strike for a 30 
per cent pay increase and other benefits. 


The meeting decided to contact the heads of the Frontline States 
and trade union centres there as well as the Organisation of 
African Trade Union Unity, the Organisation of African Unity, 
and the Southern African Development Cooperation Conference 
to get their support to prevent the latest intensive recruiting 
campaigns by the chamber. 


It was also decided to approach the United Nations and the 
International Labour Organisation to report on and publicise the 
strike. 


The meeting resolved to discuss the sale of South African gold 
and coal with ‘international solidarity groups.” 


Mr Naidoo said shop stewards in many factories were to attempt 
to get their respective employers to put pressure on the Chamber 
of Mines to accede to the striking demands. 


“Blacking action” against companies who supply the mines is to 
be organised. 


“COSATU further warns that if violent attacks on mineworkers 
do not cease and the legitimate demands of the miners are not 
met, the chamber should be aware that COSATU has already 
set in motion plans to mount even stronger solidarity action,” Mr 
Naidoo said, but would not elaborate. 


GENCOR, NUM Open Talks 
MB271322 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1320 GMT 27 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 27, SAPA — Management of the 
GENCOR group of mining companies and leaders of the 
National Union of Mineworkers are meeting in an attempt to 
resolve the 18-day-old miners’ strike. 


The meeting is taking place at GENCOR's head office in Hollard 
Street — the scene on Tuesday of about 400 miners singing and 
chanting in support of the union who were holding talks with the 
Chamber of Mines in a building opposite GENCOR’s on the 
strike. 


Negotiations between the NUM and the chamber broke dowr 
last night when the union said it could accept the chamber’s 
proposals regarding holiday pay and death benefits if the issue of 
wages was not addressed. 
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The NUM's main demand in the strike is a .7 per cent wage 
increase — reduced from 30 per cent earlier this week. 


A GENCOR spokesman s:id a statement on the talks was 
expected to be issued by the company later today. He said it was 
not known what was on the agenda for today’s talks. 


Soweto Settles City Council Strike 
MB250831 Johannesburg SOWETO in English 
25 Aug 87 p 2 


[Text] The strike by about 5,000 Soweto City Council employees 
has ended. 


The strike which was sparked off by a demand for a wage increase 
and an improvement in working conditions started about a week 
ago 2nd involved council workers in all categories of work except 
for policemen. 


The town clerk, Mr Nico Malan said yesterday that his executive 
committee and the management committee met worker repre- 
sentatives and resolved many of the demands tabled by the 
workers. 


Although some issues were not finalised the two parties agreed 
to look further into the grievances so as to find a solution. 


He said the workers agreed to return to work today and he hoped 
that the running of the council would return to normal. 


Some of the workers said yesterday that they were pleased that 
the interim committee they elected to speak to the council has 
resolved some of their problems. 


One said the council had agreed that workers can join any union 
of their choice. The council had also agreed to look into the 
question of wages and had promised to improve them. 


SABC Denies Head Dismissed Over Hendrickse Interview 
MB261354 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1300 GMT 26 Aug 87 


[Text] There has been an official denial of rumors that the head 
of the SABC, Riaan Eksteen, has been sacked. The speculation 
doing the rounds in Cape Town is that the SABC’s director 
general has been given the boot by the state president for allowing 
Labor Party leader Allan Hendrickse too much prime time on 
TV to explain why he is quitting the cabinet. But an official from 
Minister Alwyn Schlebusch’s office — he is the minister respon- 
sible for broadcasting — and the head of the SABC board, Brand 
Fourie, both deny this. They say no action is being taken at 
present against Mr Eksteen. Dr Fourie says only the board can 
decide on relations between Mr Eksteen and the corporation. 
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Police Issues Unrest Report for 26 August 
MB270642 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0635 GMT 2° Aug 87 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 27 SAPA — Here is the unrest report for 
yesterday issued by the South African Police Public Relation’s 
Division in Pretoria: 


The following unrest-related incident was reported overnight: 


At Sebokeng (Vereeniging) arsonists caused extensive damage to 
a classroom when they set it alight. 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB270956 [Editorial Report} 


CITIZEN on Hendrickse Resignation 

“It isa pity that the Rev Allan Hendrickse has resigned from the 
Cabinet but, given the circ -mstances, it was inevitable,” com- 
ments Johannesburg The Citizen in English on 26 August in its 
page 6 editorial. The paper believes that Hendrickse’s resignation 
will “sharpen the role of the Coloured House, since it will now 
be able politica!ly to wheel and dea! without having the restraints 
that came from Mr Hendrickse being in the Cabinet.” However, 
The Citizen warns that Hendrickse “should not try and push the 
government too hard, as he attempted to do before his resigna- 
tion. It simply won't work.” 


STAR Criticizes P.W. Botha Use of Power 

A page 12 editorial in Johannesburg The Star in English on 27 
August remarks on the possible dismissa! of SABC head, fuaan 
Eksteen, saying it is reported P.W. Botha “watching the TV 
news, was displeased by cither the air time given .o Mr Hen- 
drickse, or the newscast's alleged presentation of ine resignation 
as his own action, rather than the state president's initiative.” 
“Mr Eksteen’s fate is worrying in what it says about the personal- 
ity of the state president. Here is a man entrusted with unprec- 
edented powers over the country’s policies and the life and liberty 
of every individual South African. Who can sleep easily when the 
country is in the hands of such a Quiotic emperor, insisting on 
total conformity with his every whim?” 


AWB Should Be Warned It Has ‘Gone Too Far’ 

“The state president's condemnation of anti-semitism and any 
system appreaching Nazism is welcome,” observes a second 
editorial on the same page. The AWB “has been allowed plenty 
of latitude and it is not before time that the movement should be 
warned it is going too far.” “Public unease is not baseless. The 
rightists are already the official opposition. Particularly if Mr 
Botha's election manoeuvres come unstuck, they could conceiv- 
ably be governing the country tomorrow. And that could set a 
final seal on the country’s rush towards all-out racial confronta- 
tion.” 


BUSINESS DAY: Government Destroying Own Credibility 
Johannesburg Business Day in English on 27 August notes in a 
page 6 editorial that the goverument’s proposals to curb the 
alternative press “will not prevent the expression of dissident 
views, but they will drive them underground.” “The very fact of 
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suppressing some media deprives all other public media of 
credibility. The government which suppresses newspapers, 
therefore, loses the ability to communicate through any medium 
with the populace.” “When government destroys the credibility 
of the media, as it has already destroyed the credibility of the 
SABC, it cuts out its own tongue.” 


Praise for Dakar-type Conferences 
Correspondent Stanley Uys writes from London on the same 
page that “writing and talking about SA is an international 
growth industry.” Uys says he encounters “a reluctance among 
some conference and seminar organisers to engage the Afri- 
kaners. It is almost as if they feel that the presence of apartheid 
supporters will taint their conference.” But, he believes that “no 
conference can be meaningful until it has African nationalists on 
one side and Afrikaner nationalists on the other, speaking their 
minds.” “Conferences held outside SA can serve the very useful 
purpose of bringing together groups and individuals who cannot 
meet each other with any comfort inside SA. This is what the 
Dakar conference did and this is the model which should be 
followed. Foreign conference-goers cannot forever go on talking 
to each other.” 


SOWETAN Links Apartheid to Nazism 

“We hope that Mr Botha is aware that when one man takes 
decisions for others and does not allow them a say in the running 
of their lives, he is reducing them to less than human,” notes the 
page 10 editorial in Johannesburg Sowetan in English on 27 
August. “That is where the descent to Nazism starts. We hope 
that Mr Botha’s sensitivity to Nazism will help him get rid of 
apartheid that much faster.” 


NEW NATION: In RSA Interest To Prolong SWAPO War 
An unsigned commentary on page 5 of Johannesburg New 
Nation in English for 27 August - 2 September says the “Nami- 
bian ‘armed struggle’ has come of age, and is more intense than 
ever before. There are no signs that South Africa — the ‘colonial 
aggressor’ in the war, as its opponents describe it — intends 
withdrawing.” “According to SWAPO, South Africa has 
increased the size of its forces to 100,000." “This makes the 
occupation of Namibia by a colonial army the biggest in the 
world. Sources in Namibia have estimated the troop density at 
one SA soldier for every six adult civilians.” The commentary 
notes that “South Africa claims it is close to a military defeat of 
SWAPO,” but “it is in South Africa's interest to prolong the war. 
Giving in to SWAPO would have serious political repercussions 
for the political struggle it is waging inside South Africa. A 
SWAPO victory in any election would be seen es a military 
victory for the organisation. And that South Africa cannot afford 
to concede.” 


BEELD: Tricameral System To Survive MP Resignation 
“The tricameral parliament is not as sturdy as many of us 
believed it would be by now,” notes a page 8 editorial ir: Johan- 
nesburg Beeld in Afrikaans on 26 August. “But it is clearly not 
as fragile as many of us fear. As matters stand, it appears that it 
is going to survive the crisis following the resignation of the Rev 
Allan Hendrickse.” Beeld further notes that “the handling of a 
matter is sometimes more important than the principles involved. 
Here is an opportunity for delicate handling. It is perhaps also a 
test of statesmanship. These days we talk of negotiating with 
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people outside the parliamentary system. But what hope do we 
have in succeeding when we cannot avoid confrontation within 
the system?” 


SWAZILAND 


Diamini Vows To Arrest RSA ‘Agents’ 
MB21 2040 Mbabane Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 21 Aug 87 


[Text] The prime minister, Mr Sotsha Dlamini, today told Par- 
liament at the House of Assembly that with the cooperation of 
the public, the police will one day arrest South African agents 
who were responsible for murdering people in Swaziland. Mr 
Diamini further denied tha: the agents were not investigated 
after murdering the people. The prime minister was answering a 
questicn in Parliament. 


MP O.Z. Diamini asked why are the killings in the country done 
by South African agents, and after that no investigations arz 
carried out by the police. The MP said raids are no ionger 
mounted in locations to counteract the increase of the people 
having illegal firearms. 


In reply the prime minister said police do carry out raids when- 
ever it is necessary. Mr Dlamini said this is done at specified 
buildings, and when police are looking for criminals according to 
information they have received. In a supplementary question Mr 
Kisimusi Mahlalela asked the prime minister why raids are not 
carried out in company complexes. Replying to the question, tbh- 
prime minister said police can raid company premises if they 
suspect something. He asked Mr Mahlalela to come forward and 
brief the police when he noticed some illegal! possessions in \ese 
companies. 


Malaria Deaths Reach New High in First Six Months 
MB250718 Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND 
in English 25 Aug 87 pp 1,16 


[By Mashumi Twala} 


[Text] Malaria has killed 53 peopl; this year. More will continue 
to die unless health authorities urgently move in to spray mosqui- 
toes. 


The death areas include Sithobela, Hlathikhulu, Guquka, in the 
Shiselweni Region; and Mahlabaneni, Matsanjeni, Vuvulane, 
Maphiveni, Thabankulu and Hlane in the Lubombo region. 


This year's death toll is the highest since records ~tarted being 
kept of malaria deaths. 


Between July 1985, and July last year, only 19 people died. But 
between January 1987 and July, 1987, 53 people have died. 


The victims, mostly men, died from what is knowr as cerebral 
malaria, the advanced state of the sickness, that cripples the 
functioning of the brain. 
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The death figure covers the period between January and July, 
and ihe malaria outbreak season, with most deaths having 
occurred in may, the peak month. 


And more people may die as the rainy season begins. 


Authorities at the Malaria Control Unit said yesterday that the 
death toll was the highest in such a short period of time in a year. 


A spokesman, Mr Clifford Mamba stated that while the disease 
may now be new, it had never before affected people so severely 
as to reach the cerebral stage which is almost impossible to cure. 


Mr Mamba said the deaths might have been avoided if the victim 
had been rushed for medical help as soon as they showed signs of 
having contracted the disease. 


“In just about all the cases, the victims had been left too long 
unattended to and only brought to the hispitals when they had 
deteriorated beyond recovery,” he said. 


He explained that most families had not timely taken steps to get 
something done to the victims since in the past the infection had 
not produced such fatal results. 


ZAMBIA 


TIMES OF ZAMBIA on National Development Plan 
MB242009 Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
15 Aug 87 p! 


[Text] President Kaunda last night launched an interim national 
development plan designed to arrest economic decline and rekin- 
die growth by directing the country’s scarce foreign exchange 
into top priczity sectors. 


The plan, which he termed “a matter of life and death for all of 
us in Zambia”, aims at stabilising the economy by controlling 
inflation and ensuring that profits generated from reactivated 
economy are reinvested in selected sectors crucial to sustair 
economic growth. 


In a nation-wide radio and television broadcast, Cde [Comrade] 
Kaunda said the plan to run from July 1987 to December | 988, 
was based on a new development strategy: “Growth from our 
own resources”. 


Consumption of goods and services with a high direct or indirect 
import content would be r-iuced to the barest minimum while 
luxury goods world be heavily taxed and their importation 
restricted to conserve foreign exchange. 


“Foreign exchange shail be managed as a strategic resource. 
Therefore consumption patterns in the economy will have to be 
restructured so as to restrict consumption of imported goods. We 
must eat only what we produce,” he said. 


The task of reactivating economic growth would largely depend 
on the new development strategy of challenging resources into 
enterprises producing essential or basic goods for export and 
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increasing usage of capacity in such enterprises. 


Agriculture, mining and manufacturing would account for 60 per 
cent of the new investment. The projected growth rates during 
the 18-month plan are agriculture |.7 per cent, mine 1.1 per cent, 
and manufacturing 4.8. 


Capital intensive and imported-oriented industries would be 
discouraged in favour of labour intensive methods of production 
and technologies using loca! materials. 


Because of the erosion of the purchasing power in the economy 
it would be necessary to stimulate effective demand by establish- 
ing a minimum wage after inflation has been contained. 


To stabilise the economy and restore confidence it was necessary 
to control inflation by stabilising the exchange rate (now fixed at 
K/kwacha] 8 to one US dollar), interest rates (now fixed at 15 to 
20 per cent) and other production costs as well as regulate prices. 


In addition, strenuous efforts would have to be made to broaden 
the export base by promoting non-traditional exports like gem- 
stones, manufactured goods and agricultural commodities to 
maximise foreign exchange earnings. 


Such efforts would diversify the export base and reduce the 
nations ever-dependence on copper. 


To ensure release of as much resources as possible for develop- 
ment, debt service would be limited to ten per cent of net export 
earnings after deducting paymer ’s in respect of ZCCM [Zambia 
Consolidated Copper Mines} Zimoil, Zambia Airways (IATA 
{International Air Transport Association} bills) and fertiliser 
imports. 


The restriction of debt repayments came into effect on May | 
when the president announced that the government had decided 
to abandon the IMF-backed restructuring programme. 


However, he explained that notwithstanding the need to rely on 
own resources, Zambia could not succeed without foreign assis- 
tance. “Indeed we need that support. We are the first to recognise 
our present limited capacity of earning foreign exchange.” 


The aims of the new plan were similar in scope to those which 
guided the structuring programme previously entered into with 
the IMF. 


He appealed to donor countries and institutions that had anx- 
iously been awiiting the announcement of the new plan to ‘move 
now with us.” 


“In this plan we show how ready we are to continue with our 
restructuring policies, how ready we are to continue with our 
sacrifices for we realise only too well there is no shortcut to all 
this but we need your suppor? to revamp our economy,” he said. 


Instead of talking about the IMF all Zambians must now brace 
for hard work and sacrifice as they set about implementing the 
new plan. “We must all seriously look at the new plan as a matter 
of life and death.” 
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He added, however, that the new ;»’an while ensuring austerity, 
recognised the need to protect the most vulnerable members of 
society 


Mozambican Refugees Ordered Away From Border 
MB270923 Dakar PANA in English 0857 GMT 27 Aug 87 


[Text] Chadiza (Zambia) 27 Aug (ZANA/PANA) — The Zam- 
bia secretary of state for defence and security, Alea Shapi, has 
ordered the immediate removal of all Mozambican refugees from 
border areas to the permanent refugee camp at Ukwimi in 
Petauke District, eastern Zambia 


Immigration authorities have been directed to screen all refugees 
hiding in villages and other areas and ensure that they were either 
taken to the established refugee camp wi repatriated to their 
countries 


Shapi said that the borders between Zambia and Mozambique 
should now be regarded as sensitive areas because of the contin- 
ued infiltration into Zambia by the South African-backed 
Mozambican MNR bandits. 


Shapi issued the directive on Monday when he toured Mozam- 
bican re“ugee camp at Sindamisale and other border areas in 
Chadiza District where it was reported that the MNR bandits 
were crossing into Zambia to loot innocent villagers. 


The secretary of state who addressed more than 1,000 Mozam- 
bican refugees at the camp appealed to them to move imme- 
diately to the new camp until their repatriation. 


He said that the MNR insurgents were trying to infiltrate 
Zambia through the refugees and called for proper screening of 
all people entering the country 


Shapi said racist South Africa which was backing the bandits 
was trying to drag Zambia into Mozambican problems just as it 
had done in Angola and other Frontline States. 


ZiMBABWE 


Tanzania's Mwinyi Calls on Muy abe, Banane 
MB251950 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1745 GMT 25 Aug 87 


[Excerpt] President Ali Hassan Mwinyi of the United Republic 
of Tanzania is ir Harare for his first official visit to Zimbabwe. 
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Thousands of Zimbabweans welcomed Comrad=: Mwinyi at 
Harare International Airport today. The Tanzanian leader, who 
is accompanied by his wife, was met on arrival by President 
Canaan Banana, the prime minister, Comrade Robert Mugabe, 
cabinet ministers, and members of the diplomatic corps. Com- 
rade Mwinyi then inspected a guard of honor mounted by the Ist 
Presidential Guard Battalion, after which he watched traditional! 
dancing. Later he proceeded to the state guest house, where he 
was joined by Comrade Banana and the prime minister. After 
lunch, rhe Tanzanian leader paid a courtesy call on the president 
at State House. Comrade Ali Hassan Mwinyi later ralled on the 
prime minister, Comrade Robert Mugabe, at his Monomatapa 
offices. The two leaders held private talks before leading their 
respective delegations in other private talks in the cabinet office. 


Comrade Mugabe was accompanied to the talks by the minister 
of cooperative development, Comrade Maurice Nyagumbo; the 
minister of finance, economic planning, and developmen’, Com- 
rade Bernard Chidzero; the acting minister of foreign affairs, 
Comrade Simbarashe Mumbengegwi; the minister of lands, 
agriculture, and rura! resettlement, Comrade Moven Mahachi:; 
and senior government officials. 


This evening Comrade Mwinyi and his wife will be guests of 
honor at a state banquet which will be attended by the president 
and the prime minister. [passage omitted} 


Leaders Call for RSA Sanctions 
M8252020 Harare Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 25 Aug 87 


[Text] Zimbabwe and Tanzania have renewed the call for com- 
prehensive mandatory sanctions against racist South Africa. The 
Caii was made ty the president, Comrade Canaan Banana, and 
his Tanzanian counterpart, Comrade Ali Hassan Mwinyi, at a 
banquet hosted for the visiting Tanzanian leader this evening. 
Both leaders condemned the international community for its 
reluctance to act decisively to bring a peaceful end to South 
Africa's policy of apartheid. The two presidents also called for 
greater regional cooperation, a new just and equitable iaterna- 
tional economic order, and a major contribution towards world 
peace anc security. 
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BURKINA FASO 


Sankara Dissolves Revolutionary Government 26 Aug 
AB270651 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
0630 GMT 27 Aug 87 


[Presidential Decree issued in Ouagadougou on 26 August on the 
dissolution of the 4 August Revolution; read by correspondent 
Christophe Saba] 


[Text] Decree on the dissolution of the revolutionary government 
of Burkina Faso: The president of Burkina Faso decrees: 


Article 1: The Revolutionary Government of Burkina Faso is 
dissolved 
Article 2: Permanent secretaries of ministries are charged with 


carrying out the ordinary business of the ministries. 


Article 3: The present decree takes effect from today, and will 
be pubished in the official gazette of Burkina Faso. 


The fatherland or death, we will win! 
Issued in Ouagadougou on 26 August, 1987 


[Signed] Captain Thomas Sankara 


Communique Explains Dissolution 
AB270943 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
0630 GMT 27 Aug 87 


{Communique issued by the CNR in Ouagadougou following the 
dissolution of the fourth revolutionary government of Burkina 
Faso; read by correspondent Babou Paulin Bamouni] 


[Text] Communique of the National Council of the Revolution: 
the term of office of the fourth government of the August 
Revolution has just ended. This revolutionary tradition of reg- 
ular, annual dissolution of government no longer surprises any- 
body in Burkina Faso or our friends the world over. After 
commemorating, with dignity and pride, the 4th anniversary of 
their victory over the forces of exploitation, tlie popular masses 
expected that it would only be a matter of days until the adoption 
of this measure, which has now become a political tradition every 
August. This tradition is aimed at promoting efficiency and at 
respecting a commitment made toward our people. This political 
pact is also aimed at demystifying the post of minister in the 
interest of the people. 


In fact, in Burkina Faso, ministers are regarded as revolutionary 
fighters called upon to serve the people. They are sent on a special 
mission, and as such they must be prepared to go on mission to 
other fronts where the people will be waiting for them. That is 
why in Burkina Faso, the post of minister is not a sinecure: the 
revolutionary ministers are subjected to hard labor and particu- 
larly absorbing demands. 
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This revolutionary method of political education and the awak- 
ening of consciousness of the masses has finally turned out to be 
beneficial and effective. The many resounding victories of the 
revolution stem from this method. That is why the outgoing 
government has scored exceedingly positive results and is going 
out as a solid team with their heads held high and with the esteem 
of the people. Their departure does not jeopardize the political 
future of Burkina Faso. Political life will continue with the same 
nositive enthusiasm. 


While awaiting the establishment of a new government, the 
Political Bureau of the CNR, under the leadership of its 
chairman, will be charged with giving a special impetus to our 
forward march. 


The fatherland or death, we will win! 


[Issued by] The National Council of the Revolution 


THE GAMBIA 


Libyan Delegation Ends Visit 26 August 
AB262041 Paris AFP French 1752 GMT 26 Aug k87 


[Text] Banjul, 26 Aug (AFP) — A Libyan delegation led by 
Mabrouk Othman, head of the Islamic College of Tripoli, which 
was on a 3-day visit to the Gambia, left Banjul today. During its 
visit, the Libyan delegation met Bakary Darbo, Gambian vice 
president and minister of education, youth, culture, and sports; 
and Umar Sey, minister of foreign affairs. The delegation also 
held working sessions with heads of Gambian Arabic schools and 
with Arabic-language speakers to whom it promised scholarships 
for education and professional training as well as equipment for 
teachers. 


Gambia and Libya restablished their diplomatic ties in 1984. 
They were broken in 1980. Since the reestablishment of these 
relations, several Libyan missions have visited the Gambia to 
negotiate the reopening of the Libyan embassy and cultural 
center in the Gambia but the Gambian authorities have not yet 
given their approval. 


GHANA 


ROK Emissary Arrives With Message for Rawlings 
AB261834 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 26 Aug 87 


[Text] A three-man South Korean delegation led by special envoy 
Choe Chang-nak is in Accra to deliver a special message from 
President Chon Tu-hwan to the chairman of the PNDC, Flight 
Lieutenant Rawlings. The delegation was met on arrival by the 
secretary for fuel power, Ato Abwoi; the undersecretary for 
foreign affairs, Dr Mohamed Chambass; and the South Korean 
ambassador to Ghana, Nam Hong-wu. 
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Commission Named To Study Armed Forces Restruture 
AB261402 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 26 Aug 87 


[Text] An eight-member commission of enquiry into the structure 
of the Ghana Armed Forces was inaugurated in Accra this 
morning. The commission has Lieutenant General Emmanuel A. 
Erskine, a former United Nations Interim Forces in Lebanon, 
UNIFIL, commander as its chairman. 


The commission is to reapppraise the defense needs of the Armed 
Forces to enable them to cope efficiently with the defense of the 
country and the revolution. It is also to examine the command 
structure of the forces and determine how far the structure favors 
efficient communications at various levels of command and the 
operational efficieiicy of the forces in general. It will also advise 
on other matters which appear to be reasonably related to the 
efficient performance of the Armed Force. 


The chairman of the commission, Lt Gen Erskine, noted that 
there can be no strong and respectable nation without a viable, 
effective, and respectable Armed forces. He therefore pledged 
that the committee will meet the task set for them. 


LIBERIA 


Doe Confirms Additional Ministerial Appointments 
AB262118 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 26 Aug 87 


[Text] With the consent of the Liberian Senate, President Samuel 
Kanyon Doe has made the following additional appointments in 
government. An Executive Mansion release issued today said 
those appointed are: Mr (Joseph Yawartey), deputy minister for 
operations, Ministry of Internal Affairs: Mr Thomas Kallie, 
assistant minister for administration, Ministry of Rural Devel- 
opment; and Mr (Thomas C. Luzia), deputy managing director, 
National Housing Authority. 


Doe Receives Message From ROK’s Chon Tu-hwan 
AB252140 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 25 Aug 87 


{Fxcerpt] A special envoy from the president of the Republic of 
South Korea, Choe Chang-nak, today delivered a special mes- 
sage from President Chon Tu-hwan to Dr Samuel Kanyon Doe 
at the Executive Mansion. According to Presidential Secretary 
Patrick Kumeh, the contents of the message were not disclosed, 
but it is believed to center around bilateral relations existing 
between the two countries. [passage omitted] 


WEST AFRICA 


Opposition Parties Slam Proposed Civil Service Bill 
AB262056 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 26 Aug 87 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There is considerable uproar in Liberia and opposition 
parties are upin arms. It is over a bill introduced by Samuel Doe’s 
government, called the Civil Service Bill. Basically, it severely 
limits the rights of civil servants to take industiral action or to 
get involved in politics. From Monrovia, Isaac Bantu cabled this 
report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Two opposition political par- 
ties, the Liberia Action party and the United People’s Party, have 
described the proposed civil service bill which bans strikes in 
Liberia as unconstitutional and undemocratic. The bill is spon- 
sored by Senators Tuan Wreh and Tambakai Jangaba. Senator 
Jangaba is presently undergoing investigation by the senate for 
his alleged involvement in the National Port Authority (?fire- 
truck) scandal. The national chairman of Liberia Action Party, 
Counsellor Emmanuel Kromah, noted that not even South Africa 
has a law forbidding strikes and described the proposed bill as, 
quote, communist and socialist, unquote. 


The party said in its statement that it was regrettable that the 
first indication the public received about the existence of the bill 
was an announcement that it has already been approved by the 
Liberian Senate. The United People’s Party said in its statement 
that the bill seeks to expand the civil service to include employees 
of all puiblic corporations and to prevent almost all government 
employees from joining political parties or labor unions. the party 
statement added that the bill violates the Liberian Constitution 
and several conventions of the Internationa! Labor Organization 
which Liberia has ratified. For its part, the national Teachers 
Association of Liberia has called on all peace-loving Liberians to 
oppose the civil service bill. [end recording] 


NIGERIA 


BBC: Italian Ship Reportedly Seized in Retaliation 
AB262i 22 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 26 Aug 87 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] It seems that something of a tit for tat battle is going on 
between Nigeria and Italy. An Italian ship is being detained in 
Lagos but government officials are not saying why. But it could 
be to do with the Nigerian ship in an Italian port and the 
consignment of shoes. From Lagos, Shola Odunfa cabled this 


report. 


[Begin recording] The 171 meter long ship (Gilodi Natali) was 
met by a Nigerian naval boat off the Lagos Coast on 24 August 
and escorted into the harbor Apapa. A naval unit has since been 
keeping watch over the ship. Reliable sources here say the ship 
was arrested in retaliation for the seizure of a Nigerian 
Government-owned boat in Italy in July and the refusal of the 
Italian authorities to release it in spite of Nigerian protests. The 
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Nigerizn motor vessel River Keraw was arrested off the Italian 
port o La Spezia on 28 July after an Italian company won a 
judgement in Italy against a Nigerian private shoe company over 
a commercial debt. It is understood that the Nigerian authorities 
protested the seizure of the ship, arguing that it was unjustified 
because the debtor company in question is wholly owned by 
private investors and that the government had nothing to do with 
the commerical transactions which resulted in the alleged debt. 
The Italian Embassy here has declined comments on both the 
seizure in Italy and the apparent Nigerian retaliation. [end 
recording] 


NEWSWATCH Ban Lifted on Babangida Anniversary 
AB261545 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1200 GMT 26 Aug 87 


[Text] The federal government has lifted the ban on Newswatch 
magazine. The lifting of the ban takes effect from tomorrow. This 
is contained in a statement issued at Dodan Barracks today. The 
statement added that the gesture was made in the spirit of the 
second anniversary of the present administration. It will be 
recalled that President Ibrahim Babangida’s administration 
came into office on the 27th of August 1985. 


Earlier, three dictors of the magazine, Ray Ekpu, Dan Agbese, 
and Yakubu Mohammed, held a closed door meeting with the 
chief of general staff, Rear Admiral Augustus Aikhomu. In an 
interview at the end of the meeting, the editor in chief of the 
magazine, Mr Ray Kpu, thanked the federal government for 
lifting the ban. He stated, however, that the editorial policy of 
the magazine would not change. The magazine was proscribed 
for 6 months on April 6 for publishing the reports of the Political 
Bureau before the government white paper on it. The lifting of 
the ban came about 6 weeks before the expiry date of the 
proscription of the magazine. 


Health Minister Announces AIDS Detection Measures 
AB261016 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 25 Aug 87 


[Text] The federal government is considering installing 
equipment for the detection of the acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome, AIDS, in every state of the federation. The minister 
of health, Prof Koye Ransome-Kuti, announced this today at a 
news conference in Lagos. He stressed that this had become 
necesary because of the discovery of a 41-year-old man suspected 
to have AIDS virus. 


According to the minister, the man had lost weight, has diarrhea, 
fever, and [words indisitnct} Professor Kuti said that the man 
had been admitted into a medicalinstitution, where he is being 
treated free of charge, until a final decision is reached for his 
case. The minister said that it was unlikely that people would be 
given contaminated blood during transfusion since there was a 
negligible proportion of persons with AIDS antibodies in the 
blood. He, however, cautioned that blood transfusion should be 
reduced and used only when it became absolutely necessary. 
Professor Koye directed that prostitutes and homosexuals should 
not be allowed to donate blood for transfusion purposes. 


WEST AFRICA 


Radio on Possible Solutions to African Debt 
AB260842 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 25 Aug 87 


[Text] Arrangements have begun well in advance to hold a 
summit of African heads of state in December to discuss some 
issues on the continent’s debt problem. A steering committee of 
the OAU has just concluded its meeting. A meeting of African 
finance and economic ministers will soon take place to deliberate 
on the recommendations of the steering committee. It is that 
ministerial meeting that will submit final recommendations to 
the heads of state in December. 


The circumstances surrounding the proposed OAU special sum- 
mit are quite familiar. Collectively, African countries have 
incurred a foreign debt of 800 billion naira. In recent times there 
has been intense pressure on them to meet their debt obligations 
and the various African countries are finding it increasingly 
difficult todo so. The pressure on African nations to pay interests 
and principals on their loans has been debated in three major 
conferences in Africa within 2 months. The conference of the 
Economic Commission for Africa talked about the issue in Abuja 
in June, the summit of ECOWAS also concentrated a great deal 
of attention on Africa’s debt problems early in July, and the OAU 
summit of late July equally examined the issue in all its ramifica- 
tions. 


The upsurge of interest in the debilitating debt problem has 
invited all kinds of comments ..ithin and outside Africa. Some 
foreigners have passed the derogatory remark that Africa has 
again come from the rear to talk about an issue over which other 
debtor nations have been thinking of solutions in the past 4 years 
or more. The example of South America has been cited. Foreign 
and finance ministers of these nations have been in close touch 
ever since on how to deal with the debt crisis. Some of their 
suggestions, which sometimes amount to being adamant over 
repayment, have sent cold shivers down the spine of creditor 
banks. The assumption here is that African countries, equally 
badly hit by the crisis, should have been crying for a moratorium 
on the debt long before now. 


Other commentators have said that there is no point crying over 
spilled milk. Africa should now move to recover from the losi time 
by thinking aloud on how to solve its debt crisis. That is why a 
lot of commentators have come up with the suggestion that the 
proposed OAU special summit should simply unilaterally adopt 
a moratorium on the debt. This can be anything between 2 and 
5 years. The suggestion is being put forward because no matter 
how they try some African nations won't be in a position to meet 
their debt obligations. A country like the Sudan can export all its 
articles of trade in international markets, yet she would not have 
met her debt obligations with the proceeds. 


Another idea being dangled before the special summit is that 
creditor banks should increase their (?lot) on bad foreign debt so 
as to lighten the debt burden of African nations. Some economic 
analysts have said that the gesture of the banks was a gooa 
beginning. However, if they do not show greater concern for 
debtor nations, the Western debt write-offs will be nothing but a 
gift of small potatoes to debtor nations. 
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Another group of economic analysts has proposed debt conver- 
sion as a viable alternative, even if this will be a long-drawn 
process. The recent national conference on debt conversion orga- 
nized by the Securities and Exchange Commission has already 
asked the federal government to consider that method as one of 
the options open to the country in its current efforts to ease its 
debt burden. 


While preparation for the OAU special summit is under way, 
certain political analysts are saying that the pressure being made 
to bear on debtor nations by creditor banks amounts to using 
economic leverage to push African countries around. For them, 
the whole issue of debt servicing is a political pressure on debtor 
nations. Philanthropists have also prayed for Africa to find 
another Bob Geldof, the pop singer who championed famine aid 
to Africa. His efforts, along with the others who joined in the 
crusade against famine, led to unprecedented flow of relief 
materials into the continent. Africa’s debt situation, they say, has 
reached the proportion whereby international aid in national 
dimensions will be needed to ameliorate the situation. Between 
now and December, therefore, a lot of ideas will be slated on how 
Africa should approach her debt problem. The task before OAU 
leaders is to weigh the best options for the continent. 


SENEGAL 


President, Mrs Diouf Visit Algiers on Private Visit 
AB260831 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 25 Aug 87 


[Excerpt] President Abdou Diouf and wife arrived this afternoon 
in Algiers for a private visit of a few hours. They were welcomed 
on arrival by Algerian President Chadli Bendjedid accompanied 
by members of the Political Bureau of the ruling party, the 
National Liberation Front. It should be noted that the head of 
state and wife will return to Dakar tomorrow at 1500. [passage 
omitted] 


WEST AFRICA 


SIERRA LEONE 


Treason Trial Defendents Lose Dismissal Motion 
AB262047 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 26 Aug 87 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The defense in Sierra Leone’s lengthy treason trial have 
lost an early round in their case. Eighteen people, including 
former Vice President Francis Minnah, and a police chief, 
G.M.T. Kaikai, are accused of plotting to overthrow President 
Momoh in March. The prosecution closed their case last week 
and the defense have already run into problems with the trial 
judge. From Freetown, Kaliu Kamara cabled this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] The counsels for the defense 
have lost their argument that their clients had no legal case to 
answer. A no-case submission had been entered by the 1“*h 
accused, Kazeem Ali, an employee of businessman Jamil Said 
Mohamed, together with three others. But this morning, Mr 
Justice Williams, who is presiding over the special court session, 
rulled that all 18 accused in this trial have a case to answer and 
may put in a defense if they so desire. Justice Williams said that 
if he was to uphold the submission of no-case to answer and not 
allow the case to go to the jury for consideration, he would be 
trespassing or usurping the function of the jury to determine 
matters of facts in the case. The judge went on to explain that 
there were now three options opened to the accused. He said they 
could either rely on statements they had made to the police or 
they could make an unsworn statement from the dock and avoid 
cross- examination by the prosecution, or they can give evidence 
on oath. 


Fourteen of the accused, including G.M.T. Kaikai and former 
Vice President Francis Minnah will be giving evidence on oath. 
The four others, including Kazeem Ali, will be relying on their 
statements to the police. The defense will open their case on 
Monday [31 August] and by the look of things, this trial could go 
on for another month. [end recording] 
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